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Hagen will be the guest violinist with the Jacksonville Symphony Thursday-Saturday playing Bruch's Violin Concerto in G 
Minor. 
Perhaps the career highlight thus far for 23-year-old violinist William 
Hagen came last year during the 2015 Queen Elisabeth International 
Music Competition. 
The format of the competition, which takes place in Brussels and is named for the wife 
of King Albert I of Belgium, sounds a bit like “American Idol” for classical musicians, as 
a large field of performers is steadily whittled down until there are only 24 still standing, 
then just a dozen. 
But if it’s “American Idol,” it’s “a super, super rigorous” one, said Hagen, who comes to 
Jacksonville this week for four performances with the Jacksonville Symphony. 
The factors that make it rigorous include the media. Hagen said it felt he was being 
covered by ESPN. 
  



Then there’s the solitude. The final 12 musicians are sent into seclusion for a week, 
their cellphones and laptops taken away so they can’t communicate with the outside 
world. Once in seclusion, they prepare two pieces, one a new composition that no one 
has ever heard before. Hagen emerged having prepared both the new piece and 
Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto. He finished third in the competition, the highest finish for 
an American since 1980. 
That probably came as no surprise to the author of a 2014 story for The Violin Channel, 
who met with Hagen during the Aspen Music Festival. 
“Affable, athletic and highly engaging, both on and off the stage, chatting freely over 
lunch, it was hard not to feel that one was in the company of someone unique — 
someone destined to make significant artistic impact.” 

Bruch’s Violin Concerto in G Minor, which Hagen is playing in Jacksonville, is a “very 
romantic” crowd-pleasing piece of music, he said. “It’s got flash and dash.” 

Hagen has played in Jacksonville before, most recently in October 2013, when he 
played Mendelssohn’s Violin Concert with the symphony both in the Jacoby Symphony 
Hall and in the Thrasher-Horne Center for the Arts. His mother was from Moultrie, Ga., 
and he has family here and all over South Georgia and Florida, he said. 
His father is from Utah, which is where Hagen was born and raised. There were no 
musicians in the family, but Hagen fell in love with the sound of the violin, began playing 
at 4, and made his debut at 9, playing Vivaldi’s G Minor Concerto with the Utah 
Symphony. 
For a classical soloist, life is full of travel, which is fine with Hagen. He spent last week 
performing in South Florida, taking time out “to go see some gators and even one big 
Crocodile in the Everglades!” he wrote in a Facebook post. 
From Jacksonville, he’ll head to Los Angeles, then Japan, then Liechtenstein. 
“I’m a kid from Utah,” he said. “This is all so exciting to me. It gives me an awesome 
feeling.” 
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